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IRANIAN EMBASSY SIEGE 


I was very glad to have your note of 6 May about 
the part played by the Home Office in this 
operation. JI have personally thanked the 

Home Office staff concerned, and I am glad to 
place on record my own endorsement of everything 
you say about their invaluable work. 
and we all know, that your own impeccable 


judgement and steady leadership were essential to 


the Home Secretary and to the whole operation. 


My grateful thanks to you and all concerned. 
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Iranian Embassy Siege 


The main public credit for this operation will, rightly, | 
go the police and th % a considerable contribution 
was made by the civilian supporting staff, both in the COBR 
and at the police headquarters at the scene in Princes Gate. 
Various letters of thanks are being prepared for the Home 
Secretary to send to those concerned in the operation and 
I think that the part played by our own Home Office staff 
should also be recognised. In particular, I should like 
to place on record my own appreciation of the good work = 


! 
and long hours = put in bs and his } 


PR colleagues, R, and i 
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6th May 1980 i 


196 


6 May 1980 


I was most grateful for your response to my telephone .call on the subject 
of our friend. Lthough he was not needed on this occasion, and I 
think that on) ne is unlikely to be used on another such occasion, 
his use wee not ruled out, and it was a comfort to know thet he could get 
here in twelve houra if required. I hope he remains in good health. 


With my thanks and best wishes, 
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FROM? EXTERTEUR THRAN 


TO: MINISTRY OF FOREGIN AFFAIRS OF U.K 


MRS MARGRIT TACHER 


DATE: 5.MAY. 1980 
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THE PRIME MINISTER OF U.K 


1 SHOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY GRATITUTE FOR THE PRE 


PERSEVER WG 
RVERENS 
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ACTION OF YOUR POLICE FORCE THAT PROVED ITS Spe FENTS DURING 


THE’ UNJUST HOS$TAGE TAKING EVENT AT THE PRANTAN 


EMBASSY JN 


LONSON AND THE LIVES OF ALL BUT ONE . OF OUR VERY DEAR CHILDREN 


WERE SAVED IN THIS EVENT ° 


WITH REGARDS THE PRESIDENT OF THE ISLAMIC 


REPUSLIC OF TRAN 
ABOLHASAN SANE SADR 
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Over 24 hours have elapsed since this incident started. 


The gunmen inside the Iranian Embassy must know that it 
is not within our power to rieet all of their demands } i 
whatever our views on the rights and wrongs of their 


cause may be. 


I appeal to them to remain calm. Hasty action may cause 


even more suffering to their own people in Iran. 


I feel deep sympathy for all the hostages in this time 

of stress but you will not mind if I have a special 
thought for Constable Trevor Lock who, in the course of 
his duty was unwittingly involved ina situation which he 


cannot even help to solve. 


All my officers engaged in this incident are concerned to 
do what we always try to do - resolve the situation 


without loss of life and uphold the law. 


It is not the time to go into great detail. We must show 


patience and perseverence; that is what we propose to do. 


